
©VotesForSchools2020

Secondary 15

Learning at home? 
This lesson works best in “Full Screen” 
mode – click the icon at the bottom 
right of your screen or use the “F5” 
key to start from the beginning. Use 
the space bar, mouse or arrow keys 

to click through! 

–
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How to use this lesson…

Find this button in the 
bottom right of you 
screen to start your 

lesson.

Use the arrow keys to 
go forwards and 

backwards through 
your lesson.

To go back to your 
normal screen, press 
the esc key on your 

keyboard.

In the classroom? 
You need the same things, but 
will need to swap the parent 

for a partner!

Learning independently? 
Use the purple boxes to 

explore your ideas 
independently!

Learning from home
Here are some ideas of how to get the most out of this lesson at home. 

Text a friend to 
arrange a video call 
so you can do some 

of the activities 
together.

Explore the topic with 
a family member–
how is their opinion 
different to yours? 

You might need a 
pen and paper if you 

want to complete 
some of these 

activities.

Use these buttons to get the most out of your lesson.

Don’t forget to vote…
You can find the link to do this 

on the final slide. Get your 
whole household involved!

–
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Feedback: “Could you be a first settler on 
Mars?”

“Why would turn down 
such an opportunity to 
potentially help out all 
of mankind during a 

dire situation?”
Kingswood Academy

“I would be leaving 
behind friends, family and 

relatives and these all 
mean the world to me.”
Greenwood Academy

24.7% 75.3%

What do you notice about 
how the results change as 
students get older? Does 

this surprise you?

“To start our world with 
our own rules it would be 

amazing. Discovering 
new things that no one 
has ever seen or done 

before, but I would want 
to take my family.”
Horizon Community 

College “It will be possible for 
people to settle but at 
the same time it would 

be a strange new 
experience and you 
would have to leave 

nearly everything you 
on earth behind.”

Crestwood Academy
Votes across the year groups:
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1

Video task (3-4 mins)
Click the image to 

watch the video and 
then discuss:

Starter: Iguana vs snakes

Who were you rooting for, the 
snakes or the iguana? Why?

Challenge:
Do you think the cameramen should 

have done something to help? 

How did you feel 
while watching? 

Did the music 
affect how you felt? 

0:00-
2:17

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5eccdd2d5b477

3

1 2

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5eccdd2d5b477
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Could animal documentaries replace 
zoos?



©VotesForSchools2020

2 Why are we talking about this?

More recently, 34.3 million people tuned in 
to watch Netflix’s Tiger King. It shed light on 

the bizarre life of those running big cat 
enclosures in the USA, but also highlighted 
the unnatural environment these animals 

are forced to live in2.

Our curiosity of the animal world means that 
animal documentaries are growing in popularity3. 
In 2017, Blue Planet II attracted 14 million viewers
and started a global campaign to highlight the 

damage single-use plastic can have on wildlife1.

There are a lot of debate surrounding zoos, and 
as animal welfare becomes more important in 
our society, will there be a time where zoos are 

replaced with a more modern alternative? That’s 
what we’ll think about today. 
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Zoos vs Documentaries (5-10 mins)
Draw the table below onto a piece of paper. On 

the next six slides, you’ll see information comparing 
zoos and documentaries. Read each slide then 

decide which sounds better to you: zoos or 
documentaries. Once you’ve decided, add a mark 

on that side of the table. You’ll count them up at 
the end to see which one wins!

3 Zoos or docs?

Zoos Docs

In a classroom?
You could do the tally on the whiteboard as a class.
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3 Zoos or docs?

The Zoological Society of London spends an 
amazing £37.9 million on collecting and 
looking after animals and had 2 million 

visitors last year! That’s money well spent.

Planet Earth is said to have cost £20 
million to make and the first episode had 
12.3 million viewers, which means more 

people are benefiting from it!

Zoos Docs
Which is better?

Value for Money



©VotesForSchools2020

In zoos, you get to come face-to-face 
with animals, which offers a real, 

personal experience. You can’t really 
get that sat in front of a TV.

3 Zoos or docs?

In documentaries, you get to see 
animals in their natural habitat, 

which is more authentic.

Zoos Docs

Experience

Which is better?
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Many zoos offer information, classes and 
live shows to teach us about what they 
need, what not to do and how to help 

them.

3 Zoos or docs?

Documentaries have taught us the 
damage we’re doing and made real 

changes, like the banning on plastic straws.

Zoos Docs

Education

Which is better?
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Zoos look after vulnerable animals. They 
often take sick or endangered animals 
from the wild and care for them, which 

is really important.

3 Zoos or docs?

Zoos Docs

It’s not our place to interfere in the animal 
kingdom, you need to let nature do its 

thing. Documentaries allow us to watch 
without disrupting. 

Animal welfare

Which is better?
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There is now a lot of pollution and waste in 
the wild which can harm animals. Zoos 
create safe spaces for animals to live

without these threats.

3 Zoos or docs?

Zoos Docs

Not every zoos looks after it’s animals 
properly. It is better to be in the wild than 
be kept in enclosures which can be too 

small or stressful for an animal.

Habitat

Which is better?
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In 2016, a 3 year old child climbed into a gorilla 
enclosure at a zoo. The zookeepers, who were 

worried about the boy’s safety, killed the gorilla, 
showing zoos can dangerous.

3 Zoos or docs?

Zoos Docs

Filming wild animals is also dangerous. In 
2006, Steve Irwin died after he was injured 

by a sting ray while filming his TV show 
about the animals.

Safety

Which is better?
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Reflection (3-5 mins)
Based on what you’ve looked 

at, discuss the following 
questions:

4 Which is better?

“Zoos are better”

“Documentaries 
are better”

which do you think is better for animals: 
zoos or documentaries? Why?

Which do you think is better for people 
to see/learn about animals?

Do you think one could ever replace the 
other?
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Learn more…and explore!

Career Launchpad!

Career Spotlight:

Ever fancied being a wildlife filmmaker? 
While the shots used in documentaries 
such as Dynasties may look effortless, 

there is a lot of waiting around in some 
very challenging conditions. 

Click the video to find out more and see 
if you might have what it takes! 

Want to get up close to your favourite 
animals? Using explore.org, you can watch 

animals live in their natural habitat. There are 
live streams of birds, bears, African wildlife, 

and even live puppies and kittens! Click the 
image and take your pick.

https://safeshare.tv/x/zU8YbH0incc

0:00-
2:28

https://safeshare.tv/x/zU8YbH0incc
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Could animal documentaries replace 
zoos?

NO
• While animal documentaries show 

us a lot, it just isn’t the same as 
experiencing it in person.

• Some animals, such as Pandas, 
would probably be extinct if it 
wasn’t for zoos. 

• Documentaries and zoos offer two 
completely different experiences, 
you can’t really replace one with 
the other. 

• …

YES
• Seeing animals in the natural 

habitat is much more educational 
and authentic than seeing them 
locked in a cage. 

• Zoos have been proven time and 
again to be inhumane. It’s time to 
get rid of them.

• Animal documentaries often show 
animals at their best, most exciting 
point. You can’t really guarantee 
that with zoos. 

• …

Calling all voters!
You can still vote at home! Just follow the link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/vfs-secondary-zoos

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/vfs-secondary-zoos
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You can vote from home at…

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/vfs-
secondary-zoos

To have your voice heard!

If you have any issues, feedback or comments, email 
aisling@votesforschools.com

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/vfs-secondary-zoos
http://votesforschools.com

